
TRINITY HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING 2021 
 

All students must read the required novel(s). 

You must have your own copies of the novel(s).   

Come to class having completely read and annotated your novel(s) when your English class begins in the new 
school year.  

Summer Reading is due in August 18, regardless of which term you have English – that’s why it’s called 
“Summer” reading. 

If you have any questions, please email the English teacher listed below: 

 Ms. Gagne: gagnek@ths.org English 9, Honors English 9, Honors English 10, English 12 
 Ms. Mellecke: melleckej@ths.org English 10 
 Ms. Ramirez: ramirezg@ths.org English 11, Honors English 11, AP English 12 
 

Students are required to annotate.  See additional instructions about annotation listed below.  
 

The Skill of Annotating: Being an Active Reader 

Annotating is a skill that will guide you through your high school career, as well as college and your future 
endeavors.  Annotating is simply writing on text, or marking down your thoughts on whatever you are 
reading.  This strategy is important because it makes you an active reader; if you are annotating, you will not 
be dozing through your reading – you have to pay attention.  It also aids greatly in locating information in a 
text for future use such as in writing assignments. 

 
You will have your own copies of Summer Reading texts, yet for future knowledge: 

If you borrow your books from the library or they are assigned books in class, you cannot mark directly on 
them, so you may use post-it notes to record your thoughts (stick them on the page where your thought 
occurs).  

If your book is in electronic form, you are responsible for learning how to annotate and mark on your text. 
You may also use the post-it note method and attach the notes to plain paper, clearly marked with where 
the information is from.   

 
 

Guidelines regarding how and what to annotate 
   
Underlining/Highlighting: You will underline or highlight significant passages, including those passages 
which have an impact on the theme, important names, character descriptions, and/or details which you feel 
you might want/need to refer back to later.  
 
Question Marks/Written Questions: Use a question mark to note things you wish clarification on.  In the 
margin (or on a sticky note), write a question the section or passage makes you think about.  If you make a 
connection to something you begin to think about after reading the passage; write it down.  You may find 



clarification comes along a bit later in the text, but this focuses your attention on it; often raising the question 
allows you to see the answer more clearly.  
   
Vocabulary: You can mark unfamiliar vocabulary in a variety of ways.  Circle it, underline it, or highlight; the 
important thing is to not just ignore it – either make sense of it from the text or look it up.  A word may 
indeed change the impact or meaning of a passage.  
   
Literary Techniques:  Mark similes, metaphors, and other literary devices in the literature you are reading.  
Make sure you understand their significance to the work.  Think about what you are reading, think about why 
the author expressed him/herself the way they did, think about what the piece means to you.  Jot down these 
thoughts as you read; it makes it very easy to recall them when you actually write them out.  
   
Other things to consider annotating:  

 · “Aha” moments: things that caught your attention, made you think, etc.  
· Major plot developments, character introduction and development, time references  
   
 
 

ANNOTATING will be REQUIRED frequently throughout your four years at Trinity in a variety of 
classes.  It is a mandatory habit to get into doing with all that you read. 

 
 
  

ENGLISH 12 Standard  
REQUIRED NOVELS:  
Dracula  •  Bram Stoker  
Wuthering Heights  •  Emily Bronte  
 
 
Reading Assignment 

You will read both Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë and Dracula by Bram Stoker. 

Review annotation guidelines and annotate both these novels focusing on the prompts below.  Be as 
detailed as possible on your post-it-note and include how it applies to the prompt and the page 
number.  

 

Wuthering Heights:  Consider this passage from the very end of the novel and explain how the 
weather throughout the novel mirrors the internal and external conflict of the major characters.   

“I lingered round them, under that benign sky; watched the moths fluttering among the heath and 
hare-bells; listened to the soft wind breathing through the grass; and wondered how anyone could 
ever imagine unquiet slumbers for the speakers in that quiet earth” (Brontë). 

 



Dracula:  In looking at Dracula, identify the numerous settings in the novel and describe the tone 
and mood created because of the settings.  

 

These annotations will be used as evidence and support for writings and assignments you will 
receive once the class starts. 

On Wednesday, August 18 you should have your annotated novels with you in class.  Those with 
English 12 in Term 2 also need to complete the reading and annotations during the summer 
months and bring their annotated novels to school August 18.  Further directions will be given to 
those students on how to turn those in.  

 
 
 
  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT LITERATURE 12  
REQUIRED NOVELS: 
All the Pretty Horses  •  Cormac McCarthy 
Woman Warrior  •  Maxine Hong Kingston 
Never Let Me Go  •  Kazuo Ishiguro 
 

 
Reading Assignment 

You are reading three books for your Summer Reading 2021 assignment.  

You must have your own personal copies of the book; I suggest you get these immediately. 

Read your books in this order:  Woman Warrior, Never Let Me Go, and All the Pretty Horses. 

Annotate all books; when you annotate – remember (this is important) you will need to access 
information well after you finish reading the novels, so be clear and precise in your annotations.  

You will receive a grade for your annotations. 

 

AP Lit has a clear course of action in regard to analysis, comprehension, and writing; therefore, you 
will receive numerous small assignments, as opposed to lengthy essay assignments.  I will give you 
ample time to complete and submit this work, and the due dates will be flexible. 

The most important thing is to start reading now.  Get in touch if you have any questions, 
ramirezg@ths.org. 

 

Look for Updates and Topics:  You will find updates on Google Classroom for AP Lit.  You have 
access to this Google Classroom via acceptance of the invitation sent to you in early June.  You will 
find the invitation to join on your main Google Classroom page. 



If you do not have access to your Google Classroom, either because you are a new student, or for 
any other reason, email me at ramirezg@ths.org, and the updates will be delivered to you via email. 

We will work with the books in class during the first few weeks of the term.  So, if you have 
questions or want to discuss anything in particular, email me.  I will add your ideas, commentary, 
and questions to the class discussion and lesson plans. 

 

Preparing for and Completing Typed Assignments 

Complete annotation of novels. 

Objective of annotations:  The student completes clear annotations that focus on suggested topics. 
The annotations are easy to read, and clearly denote topics.  The student can locate evidence in 
class via their annotations. 

Written Work:  You will receive information and updates regarding written work periodically over 
the course of summer and early fall.  I will post these updates on GC and email them to your THS 
email account. 

Objective of written work:  The student responds to assignment prompts as directed by the 
instructor.  The responses do not just “retell” the story; instead, the responses show the instructor 
what the student understands about the prompt.  The writing is grammatically correct, in the 
literary present, and is in MLA format. 


